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" By DAVID DEMPSEY

1 FORI:"R Washington, D. C,
. =y new:aper correspondent
with the Cowles Publications,
Flateher Xnebel has made A
. name for himself as a novel-. .
© ist of Presidents. Gore Vidal,
+ as we know, is indisputably

the playwright of Presidents, |

- although his latest novel

("Washington, D. C.”) is about

i Senators; whereas Allen Drury,

© who"cut his fictional teeth on _

Congress, now heads up the"

‘novelists’ bureau at the United
- Nations. Each of these men,

in his own way, can be counted
on o give readers of popular:

. fiction an apocalyptic glimpse - TR .
icti POCAYDHC BIMPSE ;. ratic institutions in the sub- "

“into the political future, to cons
- firm the public’s largely cynical

to expose the processes of dem-
both potentially conspiratorial

and entertaining, - although fic-
. tional accounts are not always

as entertaining as the’ real ar-

ticle, (What novelist, for ex-
. ample, could invent Senator
Dirksen?)

In its modern form, the novel

" of political intrigue dates to .
* Upton Sinclair's “Lanny Budd”:

* series, in which actual crises -
. @nd living persons are’ scram-

STAT ) nov_cl “All That W_u Mo_rln

attitude toward politicians, and-

ocratic government as .being

MR, DEMPSEY, o freelance euaynl :
and critic, is the author of the -

bled with imaginary characters & '
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to achieve the détentes that ., - .

¢lude our statesman,

has used the genre as a warn-

» ing siren, is known as a "con-- .
spiratorial” novelist~and nov- o

ellst is not too complimontary
a term for someone who, for

“all his far-fetched plotting and . -~ "
- counterplotting, his prophetic : .
.. dabbling with the future, al-:."

ways operates within the hmlts
of the possible.

In “Seven Days in May"
(written with Charles B, Bailey),
- a fascist-like conspiracy within
the Army almost topples the
- Government., “Night at Camp

‘a. President's breakdown and
- the wvulnerability of our dem-

sequent - struggle for power.

Now, however, Knebel emerges

as a full blown “millennialist.”
:-“Vanished” is a trumpet blast
~of good news that should reas-

sure everyone who fears for the .~

future of man. Interestingly

through a conspiracy

“Vanished” is by all odds'the ;. ‘ l_ -\

best thmg that Knebél has

written—the blurb- adjectlves_

apply here quite easily. The
“style is clean -and literate: the
-characters . solldly conceived
and convincingly drawn. Basi-
cally a suspense novel, it over-
comes a rather shaky premise
—the bizarre disappedrance of
three men who play 1mportant
roles in science and govern-
“ment—to put the reader oh a

‘manhunt, and in the thick of a
mystery, that is heightened
Ftight up to. the moment of dns-
| covery.

* -There is no vxolence, no . sex'
‘to speak of, no pomography.
'no gods from the machine, no
hare-brained adventures —in
short; no 007's to jerk.us mto
disbelief. Knebel operates, as

I'have suggested, strictly with-
in the ground rules of the pos-
--sible; his expertise in govern-

"~ ment, military intelligence and
know-how is - lively .
" -and wide-ranging; and his story .

. political

~~=in the light of what we have
/leamed from the Bay of Pigs

David”- explores the problem of." _

enough, this too is achieved -

- real,
'unfalr, but it can be revealed,
in. the words of the pubhsher,'
that

to" the flasco ‘of the ClLA.'"

Sinelair -
belonged to the “millennial”. .-
school of politics. Knebel, who +:

Fle!chcr Kncbei

),.

plausxble enough to. be con-

vincing,

This is one of the dubxouS'

benefits of the age of espio-
nage and distrust to which the

rauthor addresses himself. The

market for his kind of novel
of intrigue is expanding, not
because it provxdes “escape,”
‘but because, on the contrary,

it cohveys some threats to our.

nationial life that are all. too.
.To_-describe the -plot is

““three prominent men
along the eastern seaboard, 1a
lawyer, a physicist, a mathc-
maticlan,  all acquaintances
who' had conferred frequently,

disappear from ' their . homes

within ten days. All fly by
staggered routes to SOuth At-
lantlc :eaports »
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Why they vanished, whe're
they turn up, and hawﬁ‘the
mystery. is related to President
Paul Roudcbush's political sur-
vival, as well as the ultxmate
survival of mankind, lis the
game the author plays w:th his
readers. No_onc is going to

.'name the ‘game literature, but
it is craftsmanship of the high-

est order. In the end, Project

.Alpha—the code name jof the

mystery—succeeds, a mnjlcnnial
enterprise .on - the President’s
part which.- is pure idealism,

.conspnratonally arrived at; oth-

erwise, one.’ realizes, i there
would be no novel., But one also

. S'suspects that, without & “con-

_spiracy’ of the good,” them will
be no millennium. _
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